
 

   
 

Year 4 

 -Medium Term Planning Spring 

Our Focus:   

 
 

Our Curriculum Core Text 

Hook 

Community / Global 

Project Outcome 

 

 
 

 
 

Core text 
Arsenic For Tea by Robin 

Stevens 

 
Hook: crime scene (magnifying 

glasses at the ready!) 

 
 

Curriculum Driver: Enterprise 

Host a Murder Mystery party for 

parents 
 

 

Curriculum Table / Display Proposed Trip/Visitors 

 
Key Questions: What is a 

whodunit? How is the reader 

involved in the story? 

Whose job is it to keep us safe? 

Explain your answer. 

 

Key Images:  Forms of punishment 

through history including prison, 

community service. 

Police 

Photos from our own crime scene 

 

 
Forensic investigator/CSI (tbc) 
Mr Lucas – Police Dog 

 Talk/Demo (tbc) 
 



 

   
 

Key Artefacts: Evidence bag, 

magnifying glass, microscope, hair 

samples 

Key Vocabulary: whodunit, victim, 

suspect, criminal, crime, culprit 

 

 
 

Community / Global Project Outcome 
( KSA from Our curriculum map – Global skills) 

 

 

 

Knowledge and Understanding  

 

Skills Attitudes 

 

*Peace and conflict 

*Power and governance 

 

*Communication 

*Co-operation and conflict resolution 

 

*Commitment to social justice and equity 

*Respect for people and human rights 

 

 
 

Week 

1 
 

Brief outline of intended curriculum learning and activities  
 

Hook: crime scene (magnifying glasses at the ready!) 
 

Week 

2 

 

 

Make a timeline of major periods of history of the world!!! 

Children place periods and images (Double page pullout) 
 

• Place recent history on a timeline using centuries.  

• Place periods of history on a timeline.  

• Use mathematical skills to round up time differences into centuries and decades.  

 
Week 

3 
Zoom in on Britain and look at how law enforcement has changed over time, e.g. Anglo Saxons, Medieval/Normans, Tudors, 

Victorians, Modern Day. Who was responsible? Add to timeline as we go. 
• Place recent history on a timeline using centuries.  

Exploring Deepening Planning Delivering Evaluating



 

   
 

 

• Place periods of history on a timeline.  

• Use mathematical skills to round up time differences into centuries and decades.  

 
Week 

4 

 

 

Medieval crime and punishment. Ch research different punishments for given crimes. Use computer suite and ch complete a table 
with info and images. 

• Introduce primary sources as evidence from around the time of the event.  

• Use vocabulary in context – invasion, invade, source, artefact, archaeologist, roads, laws, legacy, society, social life.  

• Explain how events from the past have helped shape our lives.  
 Explain how events from the past have helped shape our lives.  

 
Week 

5 

 

 

Children are given a scenario, e.g. Child steals a loaf of bread. They write diary entry/letter as if they are that child, pleading not to be 
punished (detailing the likely punishments etc.) They then write a reply from the authorities stating their side of the case. 

 

• Research what it was like for a child in a given period from the past and present their findings.  

• Give more than one reason to support an historical argument.  

• Offer multiple points of view based upon what has been found out.  

 
Week 

6 

 

Modern day crime. The role of the police in keeping us safe. Visitor??? Mr Lucan and his police dogs! 

 HALF TERM 
Week 

7 

 

Geography focus - Recall the names and locate the seven continents and five major oceans. Children label a world map. Focus in on Europe and 

discuss that the European Union and Europe are two different entities. Link to Brexit! 

• Recall the names and locate the seven continents and five major oceans.  

• Know that the European Union and Europe are two different entities.   
 

Week 

8 

 
 

Geography focus - Children are given a map of the UK. Discuss the difference between UK, Great Britain and the British Isles. Children identify Kent 

county on map and notice that the whole is split into counties. Challenge ch to use atlases to locate 6 major cities across the UK. 

• Know the difference between the British Isles, Great Britain and the UK.  

• Name up to six major cities in the UK and locate them on a map.  

• Understand that Britain is made up of counties.  

• Identify Kent.  

 
Week 

9 

 

Geography focus -  

• Describe how earthquakes are created. 
• Introduce tectonic plates. 



 

   
 

 

 

Week 

10 

 

Create budget for our murder mystery play (finance and enterprise topic. 
 

 
Week 

11 

 

 

Rehearse our murder mystery. 

Week 

12 

 

Perform the murder mystery to parents (hopefully) or via video! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

English 

 
Week 1 
 

Week 2 
 

Week 3 
 

Week 4 
 

Week 5 
 

Week 6 
 

Focus of the week:  

Read and immerse the 

children in the text – lots 
of reading, discussing in 

groups. 

Groups to start 
character profiles for 

each of the characters 

(allocate, add to as we 
go through) 

Focus of the week:  

Story setting / 

descriptions. 
 

Look at video clips / 

pictures of settings from 
the same era. 

 

In narratives, describe 
settings and characters 

Focus of the week:  

Characters – old school 

detectives, different 
types of characters 

 

 

Focus of the week:  

Diary entries from 

Hazel/Daisy’s points of 
view at different points 

in the story. 

 
Subject/verb 

agreement and tense 

focus 

Focus of the week:  

Diary entries from 

Hazel/Daisy’s points of 
view at different points 

in the story. 

 
 
In narratives, describe 

settings and characters 

Focus of the week:  

Diary entry from one of 

the characters points of 
view outlining the main 

events  

 

 



 

   
 

 

Fri – present what they 
know so far about their 

character.  

using a range of 

descriptive devices. 
 

Write descriptions using 
fronted adverbials and 
noun phrases 

 

using a range of 
descriptive devices. 
 
Select language to 
interest and engage the 

reader. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths 
 

Week 1 
 

Week 2 
 

 

Week 3 
 

 

Week 4 
       

Week 5 
 

 

Week 6 
 

Oral / Mental starters:  

Times table focus – 7x 

table 
 

Oral / Mental starters:  

Times table focus – 11x 

table 
 

Oral / Mental starters:  

Times table focus – 12x 

table 
 

Oral / Mental starters:  

Problems using 

reasoning (fruit box, 
sum and product 

problems) 

 

Oral / Mental starters:  

Mixed times tables, 

using place value 
knowledge 

 

Oral / Mental starters:  

Area problems 

 

Focus for the week: 

multiplication facts 
Multiplying 3 numbers 

Focus for the week: 

Factors and efficient 
multiplication 
 

Focus for the week: 

Written methods for 
multiplication and 
division 

 

Focus for the week: 

Area 
 

Focus for the week: 

fractions 
 

Focus for the week: 

fractions 
 



 

   
 

Opportunities for real 

life links 
 

Opportunities for real 

life links 

 

Opportunities for real 

life links 

 

Opportunities for real 

life links 

 

Opportunities for real 

life links 

Opportunities for real 

life links 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Discrete Subjects 

 

 Week 1 
  

Week 2 
 

 

Week 3 
 

Week 4 
 

 

 

Week 5 
 

Week 6 
 

 

Whole Class 
Reading 

Strategies: 

Prediction 
 
Genre:  fiction – Core  

text; Arsenic for Tea 

Strategies: 

Questioning  
 
Genre:  fiction – 

Core text; Arsenic 

for Tea 
 

Strategies: 

Inference 
 
Genre:  fiction – 

Core text; Arsenic 

for Tea 
 

Strategies: 

Inference 
 
Genre:  fiction – 

Core text; Arsenic 

for Tea 
 

 

Strategies: 

Summarising 
 
Genre:  fiction – 

Core text; Arsenic 

for Tea 

Strategies: Intonation 

and expression 
 
Genre:  fiction – Core 

text; Arsenic for Tea 

 



 

   
 

Science 

 

 

LO: Identify and group 

appliances that run 
on electricity (4) 

Activity:  sort pictures 
using Venn diagram 

 
 

What happens to 
the brightness of a 

torch over time? 

 
Set up investigation 

and record results 
daily using data 
logger. 

LO: Construct simple 

series cells using 
common electrical 

components 
 
Activity: build circuits 

using various 
components 

 

LO: Identify whether 

a lamp will light in a 
circuit 

 
Activity: predict 
whether different 

circuits will work, 
giving reasons 

LO: Investigate 

whether materials 
are conductors or 

insulators of 
electricity 
 

Activity: build a 
circuit and test 

different materials. 

Do they light the 
bulb? 

 

Why use them? 

: investigate 
switches.   

 
What are they and 
how do they 

work? 
 

 

SCIENCE DAY  

LO: Investigate factors 
which affect the 

brightness of a 
bulb/volume of a 
buzzer. 

Present results in a graph 
and draw conclusions. 

 
 
Activity:  

Ch work in groups to 

answer a question. 
 

Investigate and make 

different types of 
switches. Make a 

burglar alarm.  

 

 
Computing LO: to find out how to 

add formulae to a cell 
and format a cell to 
display percentage or 
number of decimal 
places. 
 
Activity: Purple Mash 
Spreadsheets lesson 1 
using 2Calculate 

To explore how tools 
can be combined to 
use 2Calculate to 
make number games. 
To explore the use of 
the timer, random 
number and spin 
button tools. 

 
Activity: Purple Mash 
Spreadsheets lesson 
2 using 2Calculate 
 

LO: To use the line 
graphing tool in 
2Calculate with 
appropriate data. 
To interpret a line 
graph to estimate 
values between data 
readings. 

 
Activity: Purple Mash 
Spreadsheets lesson 
3 using 2Calculate 
 

LO:  To use the 
currency formatting 
tool in 2Calculate• 
To use 2Calculate to 
create a model of a 
real-life situation 

 
Activity: Purple Mash 
Spreadsheets lesson 
4 using 2Calculate 
 

To use the functions 
of allocating value to 
images in 
2Calculate to make 
a resource to teach 
place value. 
 
Activity: Purple 
Mash Spreadsheets 
lesson 5 using 
2Calculate 
 

 

Assess children’s 

understanding of 

spreadsheets 
 

 

Activity: 
Give children various 

tasks to do 
independently using 
2Calculate 



 

   
 

R.E LO: to become familiar with the life, 

teachings and death of Buddha 

Activity: read the story of Buddha* (T1) and 

use drama to show understanding of the 

events. Discuss how we think we would have 

acted the prince’s shoes. 

 

 

LO:  understand the message behind 

Buddhist stories about how to live 
Activity: children read some of these stories 

https://theunboundedspirit.com/10-short-
zen-stories/ and discuss what they are 
meant to teach the listener.  

They choose one of the stories and retell it 
with a short reflection on its moral. 

LO: to understand the idea of the Four Noble 

Truths  

Activity: children learn more about Buddhist 
beliefs* (T2). They create their own board 

game with pitfalls and bonuses using ideas 

from Buddhism. 

P.E 

 

LO: explore movements 
and balances creating 
bridges.  

 

Activity:  
In gymnastics, 

bending and 
balancing to create 
individual bridge 

structures with our 

bodies on the floor. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

LO:  re-create bridge 
balances on apparatus, 
looking at how we can 
begin to move out of 
them, forming the start 
of a sequence. 
 

 

Activity: work with a 
partner to create 

bridge balances on 
and off apparatus 
 

 LO:  to move over and 
under individual 
bridges on apparatus. 
These ideas will be 
used for sequences. 
 

 
Activity: children 

make and hold 
individual bridge 
balances whilst their 

partner finds ways 

to move over and 
under them. 
 
 
 

LO:  to apply an 
understanding of 
excellent gymnastics 
by starting to develop a 
sequence, using pair 
and individual bridges. 
 

 

Activity: Children 
work with a partner 

to create a short 
sequence including 
individual and 

paired bridge 

balances and 
interesting and 

controlled 

movements. 
 

LO:  to complete and 
perform sequences 
 

 

Activity: working 
with the same 

partner as last 

week, children 
refine and extend 
their sequences. 

They perform 
these and 

evaluate their own 

and others’ work. 
 

LO:  to complete and 
perform sequences 
 

 

Activity: working with 
the same partner as last 

week, children refine 

and extend their 
sequences. They 
perform these and 

evaluate their own and 
others’ work. 

 

 

Art 
Outcome:  

LO: To compare 

different portraits 
Activity:  

Study different 

portraits – what do we 
notice about them? 
How are they 

presented? Make 
notes in kagan 

groups. 

 

LO: To recreate a 

chosen portrait 
studied 

Activity:  

Children take a 
portrait that they’ve 
studied and try to 

recreate this in their 
sketch books. 
 
-Replicate some of the 
techniques used by 

 LO: To draw their 

own face 
accurately 

Activity:  

Use skills learnt last 
lesson to create 
their own face – 

review. 
 

- 

 
 

LO: To color match 

using color theory. 
 

Activity:  

Children to get 
image with a range 
of colors on. Work 

with watercolors to 
color mix and make 

the nearest colour 

possible.  
 

LO: To use water 

water colours to  
mix tints and 

shades.   

 
Activity:  
Children use water 

colours to paint 
their self portrait 

from lesson 3 

 
 

LO: To look at the work 

of the greats.  
 

Activity:  

Using information 
gathered last week, 
children work on 

sketching their own 
portrait of a famous 

person. 
Commented [LE1]:  

https://theunboundedspirit.com/10-short-zen-stories/
https://theunboundedspirit.com/10-short-zen-stories/


 

   
 

Annotate sketches to 
explain and elaborate 
ideas. 
 
Discuss and evaluate a 
piece of art explaining 
their thinking. 

notable artists, artisans 
and designers. 
 

 

Mix a variety of colours 
and know which 
primary colours make 
secondary colours. 
 
Make and match 
colours with increasing 
accuracy. 

 

Mix tints and shades 
of colours and use 
them in work. 
 

-Set up and clear 

away painting 
equipment 

Music LO:   
Activity: 

 

LO:   
Activity: 

 

LO:   
Activity: 

 

French LO:  to count up to 30  

Activity: Hotter and colder game. Hide an 

object. Children chant numbers and 
increase volume as the finder gets nearer. 

 

- be able to pronounce a growing 

number of words accurately. 

- understand when some sounds should 
be said different to how they look. 

 

 

 

LO: to know transport vocabulary 

 

Activity: https://www.french-
games.net/frenchlessons?topic=Go%20-

%20means%20of%20transport&level=primar
y 
 

 

- understand that, in some languages, -

nouns have a gender. 

- be able to pronounce a growing 
number of words accurately. 

- understand when some sounds should 
be said different to how they look. 

 

 

LO: to locate French cities on a map and use 

compass directions to describe their location. 

Activity: Label a map of France. 
Answer questions about the location of 

different cities using compass directions 
(NSEW) 
 

 
 

 

 
 

- know some of the major cities in France. 

- know some of the ports and airports in 
France. 

- know some of the key landmarks of 
France. 

- know that France now has no 
monarchy. 

 

https://www.french-games.net/frenchlessons?topic=Go%20-%20means%20of%20transport&level=primary
https://www.french-games.net/frenchlessons?topic=Go%20-%20means%20of%20transport&level=primary
https://www.french-games.net/frenchlessons?topic=Go%20-%20means%20of%20transport&level=primary
https://www.french-games.net/frenchlessons?topic=Go%20-%20means%20of%20transport&level=primary


 

   
 

 

 


